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Rayah, Amira

Amira  00:02
This is Advocate Activism. As a queer 42 year old Black woman, once I witnessed the
murder of George Floyd, I began to question how was I able to move through life not
knowing what redlining really was, or Jim Crow, even Juneteenth? I didn't understand the
depth or understand why these things are so important to my own history. I'm Amira. I
realized that I was asleep to systemic racism and there was an anger in my belly, that I
never felt before. I began educating myself and my community. And I'm taking my best
friend Rayah along with me.

Rayah  00:48
Hey, I'm Rayah. As the white woman accomplice, I'm committed to the work of anti
racism. Anti-racist is a title I will always need to work toward not a destination, I will arrive
at, I come to this work with the knowledge that I will make mistakes and need to be
corrected.

Amira  01:06
We believe in standing up for the oppressed against oppression and all of its forms.

Rayah  01:12
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We practice restorative justice, first, working towards healing and community restoration
whenever possible. We also believe in boundaries that keep marginalized people safe.

Amira  01:23
We practice this in ourselves first, through learning how to sit in discomfort, and radically
accepting ourselves and others as they are. With this being said, even myself as a Black
woman, I've realized through education and studying that I've caused harm, not
intentionally, but by not being educated. And once we know better, we can do better.

Rayah  01:52
Amira and I are back. We had a quite the interesting time since we've last had an episode.
It's only been a couple of weeks. But yeah, so we're gonna talk about it.

Amira  02:03
Yeah, yeah. Last Tuesday, so we're in Salem, Oregon, and last Tuesday, we did a call to
action. For the counter protests, and Rayah, correct me if I'm saying things in wrong terms,
but we were at a counter protest correct? At Planned Parenthood. But had a church and
Proud Boys on one side, and then we had all of our folk on one side. Is that pretty much
the...?

Rayah  02:33
Yeah. And so the church at Planned Parenthood has been meeting the second Tuesday of
every month for a while now outside Planned Parenthood. When they start the services, I
believe Planned Parenthood is still scheduled to be open. I think that because of the
heightened risk over the last couple of weeks, or a couple of months, I guess. I think they
have been closing early. So that means it's limiting services, because these things have
been happening. But I know that last months, the anti fascists were there to counter
protest.

Amira  03:09
Can you explain for people who do not know what anti fascist means? Can you explain
what that means?

Rayah  03:15
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Rayah  03:15
Yeah, I'll have to pull up a definition. Yes. But basically, you know, anti fascists can- are
Antifa. And I don't care what anyone says about, you know, Antifa is not fascists. You
know, when you're at these events, you can tell really, who is trying to control things and,
you know, be in power and control and who just wants to get fascists and hateful people
out of town. Okay, I'm gonna break in here for just a few minutes to give a slightly fuller
picture of fascism and the Proud Boys. So what is fascism? fascism is a form of far right
authoritarian ultra nationalism characterized by dictatorial power, forcible suppression of
opposition, and strong regimentation of society and of the economy, which came to
prominence in early 20th century Europe. Fascism is opposed to anarchism, democracy,
liberalism, and Marxism and fascism is placed on the far right wing within the traditional
left-right spectrum. As you can see, the definition of the word fascism is specific to far
right ideology. Fascists will often say that anti fascist aka Antifa and the left are the quote
unquote real fascist, which by definition would be impossible. Far right politics also
referred to as the extreme right or right wing extremism or anti communist, authoritarian,
ultra nationalist and have nativist ideologies and tendencies. Historically used to describe
the experiences of fascism and Nazi ism. Today, far right politics includes Neo fascism,
neo nazi ism, the third position, the alt right, racial supremacism, and other ideologies are
organizations that feature aspects of ultra nationalism chauvinism, xenophobic,
theocratic, racist, homophobic, transphobic or reactionary views. Far right politics can
lead to oppression, political violence, forced assimilation, ethnic cleansing, or genocide
against groups of people based on their supposed inferiority or their perceived threat to
the native ethnic group, nation, state, national religion, dominant culture or conservative
social institutions. One of the currently most well known right wing extremist groups is the
Proud Boys. The Proud Boys were founded in 2016 by the notoriously misogynistic and anti
semitic Gavin McInnes. the ideology is primarily alt-light, misogynistic, Islamophobic,
transphobic and anti immigration. Some members also espouse white supremacist and
anti semitic ideologies or engaged with white supremacist groups, and Gavin McInnes his
own words, the Proud Boys are a pro Western fraternity, essentially a drinking club
dedicated to male bonding, socializing and the celebration of all things related to Western
culture. They often will not admit that they are white supremacist, but they are self
proclaimed Western chauvinists. They will not admit to skin color based racism, which is
why you'll see Black, Asian, Latinx and other non white members. Their whole idea of what
is superior is the Western culture, which is ideology that was built by white supremacy.
They will also partner and associate with far more extreme and overt white supremacists.
Western chauvinism is also used to emphasize a certain view of masculinity. The group
opposes multiculturalism and views those from different cultures and religions, especially
Muslims and Jews as enemies and targets of hate. The roots of Western culturalism put
forward by the Proud Boys and its members are unsettling. They often speak of cultural
war and many members believe that they are the victims of racial and gender equality for
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which violence and intimidation is advocated as a means of gaining attention. The group
is against non white immigration and interracial relationships and advocates for
traditional per white Western culture roles for women marrying, staying at home raising
children and other stereotypical 1950s ideas of women's roles. This is one of the many
points that overlaps between American evangelicalism as well. The Proud Boys ideas have
drawn on those put forward by identitarian groups that have emerged in Europe in recent
years. The Southern Poverty Law Center identifies identitarian's as seeing Europe to be
under siege by immigration, Islamization and white demographic decline, and the unite
the right rally in Charlottesville of 2017. Chants like 'you will not replace us' and 'the South
will rise again' were common in June of 2017. Before the rally, McInnes disavowed the
planned 'unite the right' rally. However, the Proud Boys were at the August 2017 alt right
event, which was organized by a white supremacist named Jason Kessler. Kessler has
joined the Proud Boys sometime before organizing the event. McInnes did say that he had
kicked Kessler out after his views on race became clear. The branding of not being racist
while supporting and aligning with white supremacist viewpoints is very important to the
group. The Proud Boys have been active for several years in the Pacific Northwest since
September of 2017. The Proud Boys have often participated in partnered in events with
Patriot Prayer in Portland, Oregon and nearby Vancouver, Washington. Violence erupted
at two events in June of 2018. Leaving five people hospitalised after the far right march on
June 30, devolved into a riot in downtown Portland in 2020 and 2021. The Proud Boys
have been heavily involved in many violent right wing events centered on Trump, anti
BLM, anti masking anti COVID vaccine and supposed free speech. On December 12 2020,
members of the Proud Boys targeted Ashbury United Methodist Church, the oldest
historically Black church in Washington DC after pro Trump protests earlier that day, they
flashed white supremacists hand signs and tore down and burned a Black Lives Matter
sign that had been raised by the church. Members of the Proud Boys participated in the J6
insurrection on the US Capitol and again, we're tied to more overt and violent extremist
groups from private facebook messages. Prosecutors allege in a march 2021 court filing
that during the weeks preceding the attack, Florida oathkeepers leader Kelly Megs had
contacted Proud Boys who said he could serve as a force multiplier and that he had
organized an alliance among the oathkeepers, Proud Boys and the Florida chapter of the
3%ers. The summary is far from complete, and I strongly encourage you to do further
research yourself. Please do not let the branding and their public statements for you. The
Proud Boys and those who associate with them, absolutely earned their label from the
southern poverty law center as a hate group. And so, you know, anti fascist is really
anybody who opposes fascism as an ideology, which is just as really authoritarian,
authoritarian type of ideology. And, you know, anti fascists can really run the gamut from
all sorts of different backgrounds, I mean, most people should be anti fascist. But that
doesn't mean that most people would identify with like Antifa. But it's, you know, a lot of
times people in Black Bloc, or people who, which is where you're dressed in all black really,
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and, you know, you try to cover up identifying markers and things like that if you're
dressed in black bloc. But so, so antifa showed up last time, and they've showed up before,
but to counter protest this church, because there has been a large Proud Boy and white
supremacist following that has been there to quote unquote, protect the church. And like,
last time, there was a really terrible pastor, and I'm trying to remember his name. (Greg
Locke) But just a known bigoted, really just shitty kind of like, fundamentalist type of
preacher there, and the Proud Boys were there, things got violent and the Proud Boys, I
believe, far outnumbered the anti fascists, so and there was multiple arrests on the side of
the Proud Boys, one of them got, or is potentially getting quite a bit of time from what I
understand. Because of I mean, a lot of these guys were felons, and shouldn't be having
weapons, or they're on probation, or they have history, like documented histories of anti
semitism, bigotry of hatred against queer folks, it gets trans folks against black folks. And
so it got violent last time. And so the call from Salem, or from the Salem area, anti fascists
and people who were on the ground who do not want these people to have a presence in
Salem, was they asked for support. And so I, this time we outnumbered them, which was
good. But so we had a group of us as clergy that showed up, to stand with them. And so I
don't think they really liked having clergy on the side of antifa. Very much at all, I think
that pissed a lot of people off.

Amira  12:20
Yeah, yeah. And, you know, we we, as clergy, we all spoke beforehand. This was something
we had been talking about for a couple of weeks. But we did have a communication
beforehand. And our goal was to be there to just with with any of this, we are being
shadowed by by a group that also does this important, the Portland area. And the goal
for me from from what I understood was to be a silent presence. So we are to be silent, we
are not to communicate, whether it be police on the other side, we are to stand in front of
our community be with our community, right. So it wasn't necessarily our intention to be
up front and center. However, we didn't know if we were going to do that, those of us who
are comfortable to do so, to not speak to the other side. So...

Rayah  13:17
yeah, and you and I went through, a couple of weeks ago, we went through Reverend
Sekou's militant nonviolent resistance training, which was more directed about how to
deal with cops on the line and those types of protests. But we were taught how to handle
that stuff physically. But then also, there was three main points that he had, he had us
repeat multiple times, and told us very clearly, that if you're not doing this from a place of
deep abiding love, that it won't be successful, and that that's not going to have like a
positive outcome, you have to do it from a place of deep abiding love. And then he gave
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us two rules. Rule number one was preservation of life. And rule number two was to live to
fight another day. And so that's really what we were there in the spirit of, I mean, at least
especially me, Amira and I, and I know some of the other folks had that spirit too, but I
know, because we were on the same little trio team. That that's also the space we were in
during that night.

Amira  14:24
And I have to say the other we all had a buddy system and Rayah and myself and
another person we were three buddies together. And so we were all we we all just we all
said if you move, you move with your buddy system, and so we didn't know that. And me
and the other person, was another woman of color. We were watching a church, a Black
church, Black leaders in a church standing with Proud Boys. I was also watching Black
Proud Boys. I I was emotionally moved by that and I was taken aback by that, even though
I knew it was going to happen. It fucked with me. And I know it fucked with the other
person. And so we were when we were watching from afar, I also was getting played by
play because I've seen pictures of all these Proud Boys. I knew who they were, I saw the
one chick, the one, and I knew who everybody was. And I was saying, Who's that? Who's
that? Who's that? So before we approach them, I knew exactly who they were. I can
clearly see there was a camera filming their side and a camera filming our side. That's how
these things happen. You have someone with a camera to record everything. I was fully
aware if we stood in front would be seen front and center. I am Black. I live in Salem, it is
white. I am always talking about ending white supremacy, it is not a secret. Okay, my
pages public my name, you just Google me I have a business in Salem. So I am not, I
wasn't like, 'Oh, I'm naive. I'm just a little happy, happy bird.' I that first thing that Rayah
just mentioned that deep abiding love. That's where my heart was at. And I saw some
some of my people stepping up. And I felt as though I needed to put myself in front of
them. I just felt I needed to. But I also thought we were all on the same page.

Rayah  16:28
Yeah, and you know, I'm pretty sure you've mentioned this on the podcast. But even if you
haven't, you and I have had this conversation multiple times, you've said before, I don't
fuck with Proud Boys shit, I don't I don't go to the Proud Boys type events. And so when
you know, our little trio was doing that. And as the the white woman in the trio, I wasn't
going to be like, let's go to the front, I wasn't going to, you know, make that call. Because
my my goal is to also make sure that you're safe. And then I'm not putting both of you in
additional danger. But your spirit to that whole time was so calm and steady. And it was
so loving. And when you were saying, you know, 'I feel like we need to go up there'. And I
was like, I know how she feels about the Proud Boys. And so she's saying to do that. That is
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significant. And there's a reason for that. And so, I mean, I was scared, I will not lie, I was
scared. But I was like, Nope, I'm not leaving Amira. Not for a fucking second. And so it was
like, if you're there, I'm with you no matter what. And so when you did that I knew it was
from a serious place of being moved and feeling like that was necessary. And the
feedback we got from some people who were very experienced in facing off with white
supremacists and Proud Boys, was that what we did and our actions did de escalate and
prevent a lot of probably a lot of harm and violence to come to be coming to be inflicted
on our people. And so, you know, in the moment like, yeah, it was scary. It was like, I felt
Okay, like, I felt calm, but it was just like, fuck like this could get...

Amira  18:30
it didn't hit me. It didn't hit me this severity. I'm not gonna lie. I was so calm in the moment.
Even though I was aware I saw the guns, I saw all the anger, like you. We talked about this
too, like they were so agitated. And the more we stood there calm, standing in front of our
people, even if our people popped off and were more aggressive in that second. They
were really mad that as clergy, we weren't doing our job and we weren't pushing our
people back. And we weren't, you know, doing that that was not our job. Our job is not to
tell those people how they're supposed to protest. Our job is to just be there and hold
space with them. For me. That is what I felt. And I got out of the trainings and the things
I've heard from the people that are kind of coaching us to do this. They were getting
increasingly more upset, the more we said nothing to them. And the more we just stoof in
front of our people. They were like, 'see, see you're not doing your job. You're not doing
your job. You're not doing...' like I'm not saying word. Yep. We didn't say word.

Rayah  19:38
And that really, really pissed them off. They were pissed that we were clergy. They're
pissed that we were women and they were pissed that they couldn't affect us. But all three
of us stood there calmly. We were not reactive at all. We didnt say anything at all.

Amira  19:52
In fact they were shaking, they were vibrating with anger. You can see their bodies in their
hands. Just they were just like... And Im just like, wow. And I remember you even saying
you were, you were thinking, dude breathe. Breathe

Rayah  20:07
Yeah there were moments of like, compassion in some ways, like, bro, you need to
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breathe, you're going to like... not that I was like wanting to protect him more than
anybody else or anything, but I was like, holy shit, man, like, you are so scared and angry
right now. Like, you need to breathe, Holy shit. You know, and we were facing off with
known Proud Boys. They're not like nobodies who just are like, on the outskirts of the Proud
Boys. These are like names that we know, in the Proud Boys community that we've seen
lots of information about and things like very

Amira  20:48
They are violent, very, very violent and aggressive. And we were literally within a foot from
them.

Rayah  20:56
Yeah. Yeah. And it was, it was so beautiful. And that time too, because, you know, growing
up in the church and hearing about, you know, like Christians like, Fuck, man, they love to
talk about World War Two and like, protecting Jews from from, you know, the Nazis or
like, the civil rights era and stuff like that. And like, Oh, yeah, what would you do, we
would, you know, they talk about what they would what they think they would have done
in the face of violent white supremacy. But I have really never seen, never in person, for
sure seen clergy really step up like that in the role that we were. And so it was really really
moving for me because it's like, if I still don't know how I feel about, like, the faith stuff and
all that like, or what my role should be, or like, how attached I want to be to like church or
formalized religion, but it's like, if there is anything of value within the church or within
clergy, it is standing at the front at or like not even the "front" front but just like it is
standing with the people and doing the work on the ground and you know, on the ground
because of different levels of disability and all that stuff can mean a lot of different things.
But, but it is, is being deeply involved and connected to the work at the front of social
justice and making sure that should is being accomplished and that not only is it being
accomplished, but that our people are taken care of and loved through that.

Amira  22:55
Yeah, I agree and to go back to the Proud Boys....

Rayah  23:05
And we're processing this out loud with y'all.
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Amira  23:07
Yeah we are. We are going going back to them I feel i want i want to nurture them. I
wanted to hug them. It didn't mean that I didn't think they were assholes and piece of
shits and that they have issues and or that they're more important than my people.
However, I felt bad for them. Even the female one, the popular one. Like she tried her best
to intimidate with her crazy eyes like lookin all 'I can't I can't wait to pull those off' and we
couldn't figure out she meant my clothes or my lashes because my dumb ass kept my
lashes that day. I was masked but my lashes were still popping. And she's like, I can't wait
to rip those off. I was like, I just batted my lashes at her more. But even her I wanted to just
hug her and be like, 'booboo, we can kick it. What's wrong? Why are you so upset honey?
You are so I mean.' She was foaming at the mouth, like a lot worse than the dudes were
like a pit bull.

Rayah  24:08
Yeah, at one point her son had to like, grab her and kind of like throw her back across the
line.

Amira  24:15
And he was elbowing her the whole time like (whoosh sound effect)

Rayah  24:21
Yeah, it was wild. And I found this I watched a short clip of one of the far right streamers
who was on the other side. And he was talking about he was like after he got out of there
and like was driving home which I'm like watching this video that he's like I'm sure he had
like a holder or whatever for his cameras phone so he wasn't like holding one at the same
time but he's like talking to the camera and like with both hands on like, you're driving
right now, bro. Like put your hands on the wheel again, please. But he said like I wrote this
quote down because I was like oh my God. He said "Antifa are children, children that send
people to the hospital, kill people. which is not true. But even the 40 or 50 year olds are
emotional children who don't know any better, who weren't spanked enough as a child.
Who weren't beat as a child. And they aren't getting beat now because they get arrested
and let go and then to go write some more another day." And it's like, they literally come
from such a place of violence. Like, we're like this because we weren't beat enough as a
child.

Amira  25:24
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Amira  25:24
Right? Yeah.

Rayah  25:26
You think that beating children turns them into nonviolent good people? Like No.

Amira  25:34
Yeah. It's, it's even listening to the vocabulary of them. Like, I get that there were people
on our side that were upset, but they were at least spitting knowledge. You know what I
mean? Like your church, you're standing next to basically Nazis, you're like, at least our
side was making some sense, some logical sense. But their side is just, oh, 'hurr hurr hurr.
You look like this. You smell like this. Ha, ha, ha, and hee hee hee' like that is all they could
do. And I'm like, wow. So that's a lot of to what I was pondering just standing there
listening and watching them like, wow, they're, and it's not like, I didn't know that how, like,
they like the things that they do. And the things I've watched, like, Yeah, it looks pretty
ignorant, but they think genuinely have no real emotional intelligence. None of the ones I
saw had any emotional intelligence whatsoever. None.

Rayah  26:33
Yeah. For sure. And, you know, as someone who's been involved in churches for my whole
life, and like, I clearly have a quite different opinion than I did when I was growing up in
them. But the fact that that church was totally fine with their 'security team', talking like
that to people, and especially to the clergy that were out there. It's like, we're the the evil
little kids, you know, quote, unquote, and we're the bad ones. So terrible language on our
side makes sense. Right? But like, shouldn't their side as the church side who's supposed to
be like, trying to, like minister to people, and what Shouldn't they be above reproach?
Shouldnt they be the ones, like, not cussing at us, not saying that I want to, like, there was
one quote, what was it? Um, one of the guys on their side straight up, told someone 'I want
to beat you to death'.

Amira  27:33
Was it the church? Or was it a Proud Boy?

Rayah  27:35
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it was somebody on that side. And I don't know if he was a Proud Boy, or if he was just with
them. I don't know if he's been ID'd yet or not. But his daughter was standing right behind
him. And there's like a picture of it. So I'll put that link to that. And like that picture in the
show notes. But, and like, people were agreeing with him, and there was so many violent
threats on that side. And it's like-

Amira  28:00
yeah, so many.

Rayah  28:01
How do you, how do you justify, I mean, even as the church like that, was there, like, how
do you justify having that kind of those kind of people as your security team? That's
Christ-like to you?

Amira  28:13
Yeah. And they were singing songs and doing like, basically a little service outside. Um,
you know, praising the Lord and worshiping and all. And then some of them were, you
know, lifting their hands up as if to pray for us, when you have Proud Boys over there like,
holding their ding-a-ling and like, mocking and flipping us off and holding up the KKK
side. It didn't make sense to my mind at all. It was very disturbing. And it was a very mind,
it was a mindfuck to see Black faith leaders speaking and it was a mindfuck to see Black
Proud Boys. And I kept saying, Are you sure he's Black? Are you sure he's Black? Are you
sure he's not just not really, really tan like, and the other person I was like, bitch, Yes, she's
Black. And I'm like, No! No.

Rayah  29:06
Like, he was throwing up the white supremacy sign so many times, like, just happily
throwing that out there. And I remember both of you were just like, how is he throwing that
sign up right now? What the fuck? You know, I think our other comrade was like, taking
pictures of him because they just could not believe that that was happening. Yeah.

Amira  29:07
yeah. And it's like, Yes, I - even the piece of standing in front of my, you know, the
community was like, Yes, deep abiding love. But also I needed the community to see faith
leaders that were Black that were doing the right thing, in my opinion. It was sickening to
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see faith leaders on that side who were Black. A part of me was like, I'm gonna do this shit
with love. But I feel like my community needed to see a black person of faith right now as
well. Now that I'm like processing this and thinking about everything as well, like, That's
hard.

Rayah  30:15
I agree. I think that was really important and valuable and was very meaningful to a lot of
people, you know, and there was a couple of times where there were people from their
side over deep into the other, our side of things and trying to talk to people or whatever,
there was no violence against them. There was at least two women who came over and
we're like talking to people, and then we're able to walk back over to their, their side,
nobody hurt them, nobody put a hand on them at all. And that would not have been okay
at all. If, if one of us had tried to go over there. And I know at one point earlier in the night,
somebody from our side had gone over there to that side a bit and was like talking to a
white woman off to the side who ended up like hitting their phone out of their hand and
onto the street and like, then a little scuffle ensued, but it like de escalated. But like
nobody did that to their side. Right? And and like if you look at the groups and the
pictures, too, even though Antifa, I think sometimes can look scary to people because
they're dressed in black. But if you actually look at what they're doing, there's gas masks,
there's goggles, there's shields, and yes, there is some mace and stuff like that sometimes
in people's hands. I do know that some people carry batons, but also remember like a
baton is close contact. So that's if somebody is up close to you. You can't use the baton
from 20 feet away. But if you look at the pictures from their side, at least half of the people
that were present period, were strapped with either airsoft guns, I'm hearing that there
was at least three people with guns like sidearms. But there was tons of airsoft guns, there
was tons of paintball guns and they're filled with, you know, pepper balls and all sorts of
things. One of the press on our side, at towards the end of the night got hit with like 60 to
80 pepper balls. They just unloaded on him. And, you know, one is defensive weapons.
And one is offensive weapons.

Amira  32:33
Yes, yes. Yeah, it's true. It's so true. And you know, as we were standing in front of people I
was I was hearing them, they were thanking us for being there. And I was also asking, Are
you okay with me being in front of you? because if I saw someone from our side, speaking,
I stood in front of them, because anytime they went to speak, the Proud Boys were getting,
"EHHH!", so I would just any, just quietly, ever, I would just look up and down the line. And if
one of us were aggressive, or or even just spoke, I would just gently stand in front of them.
And according to the feedback that I've gotten and received from the community, and a
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lot of people were there that I did not even recognize, I didn't even see them because they
were they don't want to be seen. And that's the thing I'm learning to I saw some people
that I was like, 'Oh, hey, I know you!' and they were like ignoring me. And I'm like, why are
you ignoring me, and I'm like, whoops. I'm in a situation where I am naive with some
things. But I feel like my role that day, I feel very comfortable that I was doing what I felt
that I was called to do. But I do have a lot to learn about those settings. But as a clergy
and a faith leader, I felt like I was where I was supposed to be.

Rayah  33:53
I agree. There was a lot of positive feedback about our presence. And I feel like, you know,
being at the front or in the middle of the fray was really meaningful to a lot of people. I
know that a lot of people have been very discouraged, hurt, disillusioned, and very angry
about the lack of response from not not like Salem clergy specifically, but just people of
faith in the social justice movement that's been happening right now, you know, and so to
have people on the front line with them, and also defending Planned Parenthood, which is
something that not a lot of clergy or people of faith will stand up to defend. Especially not
when we're talking about like American evangelicalism, which is kind of the loudest
portion of Christianity. It's not the- well actually it might be the biggest I don't know what
the statistics are right now, but they're definitely like the loudest. And so I think the fact
that we were there with them at any event was important, but then specifically about
proud or not Proud Boys , but specifically about Planned Parenthood and countering
another faith body who was doing harm by what they were doing.

Amira  35:10
Yeah. Yeah, and that's true. I mean, that's, that's triggering for a lot of us. Especially for
me, like the church in general, everyone knows that that's triggering for me to beat to do
that was triggering to see Black folk in a church because Black folk typically are
homophobic as fuck. And it's triggering, you know. So it's, it's a, it's a lot and in the end,
when, when things did actually pop off, um,

Rayah  35:42
we saw one of the people that had been pretty vocal off to the side. And then as soon as
we saw them going, we ran over there, and our other comrade got over there first. And
then I think it was you and then me, were right there. And then a big dude on their side,
huge guy, gouged their eyes. One of the people on our side. And that's when, like, the bear
mace and pepper spray started flying and things got really started to get violent. And I
think it was very significant that there were clergy right in the middle of that, and that
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person who got physically assaulted was, like wrapped arms wrapped around and carried
out of there, and that-

Amira  36:31
By the clergy that was with us, yes!

Rayah  36:33
yep. Yeah. And that person was covered in bear mace and handled that shit, like, fucking
amazingly. And, Amira, I saw you right there, and I feel like you had somebody too. Or that
you were like, I think your arms might have just been out and you're maybe pulling people.
And then-

Amira  36:54
No, I was on my way over to y'all because I saw them our side approaching again. And I
saw that big dude, about to do something, and I just barely missed it. So I just went, right
after that happened, I just turned to go with the person that was being missed. And we all
got, we all just like, just dispersed at that point. So I barely got maced, I just got the, like
the misting of it all.

Rayah  37:23
Mm hmm.

Amira  37:24
Which was very uncomfortable. But I didn't get it nearly as bad at all.

Rayah  37:30
And we were running away or not running away. I was like, I started running. I was like,
nope, walk, don't run. And then I heard someone say like, "do we have all our people?" And
then so I stopped and like turned around and made sure like, 'okay, is anyone left on our
side?' And I think there was like one or two people up there. But one of them was a shield
person. And like, that's kind of the point of the shield people is to, you know, be that end.
And so it's like, we have all our people, okay, and then I like turned around and walked
out. And then I'm like, looking back at some of the pictures. And I'm like, Oh, I can see like
the cloud. Like from two different angles. Like, yeah, I didn't get like direct, like super close
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sprayed. But it's like clouds of bear mace or like, pointed directly at my arms. And I was
like, that's why the backs and like, parts of my arms burn so bad. Like, I got it worse than I
thought I did. But it wasn't like it wasn't super bad. It was nothing like our other comrades.
And then so I stuck with our comrade and you were with the other person who had gotten
it really bad too, and made sure everybody was okay. And that's when the cops ran out.

Amira  38:41
They came out of nowhere, which also lets you know, because I heard on city council the
day before that they claimed they were going to have a large police presence. However,
they were nowhere until the very end, when the big Proud Boy made contact with one of
our folk. And people start shooting spray out each other. They came out of nowhere in
droves, which lets me know, they were watching and on standby around the corner
somewhere. Which is not- And they only fuck with our side when they did come through,
they only fuck with our side. They didnt even fuck with the Proud Boys side.

Rayah  39:25
Their entire intent and like the way that they were marching that big line was all across
the planned parenthood side, they weren't even really looking at the Proud Boys side at
all. And, you know, we had people who had just been seriously maced and like, we're
trying to get medical attention trying to get this shit washed out of their eyes and things
like that. And we're getting repeatedly told that we needed to disperse we needed to
leave the area immediately. "This has been declared an unlawful assembly." And so you
know, there's these teams around people who had just been severely maced and they're
trying to like gather up supplies and like guide these people who are now walking blind out
of there and get them to safety while also complying with the cops, so they didn't get
arrested or assaulted by the cops, you know.

Amira  40:12
And at the same time, at that point Proud Boys , we're shooting our way right with their
paint balls and all the things that were because I know even me, as soon as I heard pop,
pop pop, I started doing the duck and weave as I was like running, you know, like, and I
wasn't sprinting, but I was definitely ducking and weaving because I didn't want to, I didn't
know what the hell the popping sounds were. But this is- I mean, what- even in these
moments, when someone else is getting sprayed, there's medics on hand on our side to
help and they were like "medic! medic!" but then the medics are like, when they're helping
someone else, they're looking at us saying, 'hey, protect me.' Because then we have to
protect the medic that's helping our people or other people coming up and trying to do

A

R

A

Episode 8 - Final Page 15 of 31 Transcribed by https://otter.ai

https://otter.ai


some things, and then we're on guard standing. While the cops are saying get out of here.
And it's like, it's a lot. So you don't put yourself in that situation for fun. And people think
like, well, 'if you don't want to be hurt, why do you go?' some of us don't go and that's
okay. But some of us go people go. Like, I'm usually not one that goes to stuff like that. I
choose not to. As a normal, just everyday activists, I choose to do my activism in different
ways. However, with this, with the faith community, I feel it's important that we're there.

Rayah  41:27
Yeah. And I think that's part of the reason that so many of us really wanted to come to
this one, even if we had- because that's the first Planned Parenthood one that I've been to
in Salem. And it's not like it's the first time we've resisted them, or that people have stood
up there to resist them. But because there was the call out that they felt like they really
needed support. And because last month was so bad, and the end, people felt so
unprotected, and they felt like the Proud Boys were really, you know, violent. And they felt
like we didn't give a strong push back against the Proud Boys , which I get, you know, and
they're stories that people talk about, you know, you can't let fascists and Proud Boys and
Nazis get a foothold in the community, because once they get that foothold, you know,
they really will establish a presence. And so that's also part of the reason that our side was
so upset and aggressive towards them. Because last time went so badly in a lot of ways.
And because for a lot of people, they know what it leads to if we don't push them out of
town.

Amira  42:39
Right.

Rayah  42:40
And so, so I get it, why they were so aggressive in some ways. I was glad that we were, you
know, that quiet presence and trying to like, do what we could like, they kept yelling at us
that we weren't doing our job and that we weren't de escalating them, but we were.

Amira  42:56
We were. We were de escalating our people. We weren't de escalating them. We were de
escalating our people by standing with our people and letting them know, we got you.
We're here. And there was a couple of times where I wanted to turn around. If I wasn't
clergy, I would have been like, back the fuck up. You know, maybe I would have been like,
let's go get some water and calm down. That's not why I was there. It's not why I was there.
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I was there to just be a presence and be with our people. And that's what we were doing.
And I feel like it was super effective. Am I terrified? Yes. But I was terrified before. I'm
always terrified. leaving my house. I talk about this regularly. That's why we started the
podcast to deal with this shit. So me being there as clergy, I don't think is an issue. You
know, and I know some of us have like locked down our pages now because we're we're
like a target where we are a target now. The end of the story kind of sort of is that
because we were all clergy, there's people now on their side that are putting us out there
threatening that you know, they're gonna start doxxing the clergy that were there.

Rayah  44:11
Yep, there was certain people that were very upset that clergy were there and that clergy
were countering them and feel the need to dox and expose all of us. Because they were so
upset that we were doing that as faith leaders. And so, you know, yeah, we knew it was a
risk. And you and I have both talked about this, like you just taught mentioned earlier
about, you know, you're already out there publicly. Yeah, you know, there's a lot of people
who are very good and at their own, like protecting who they are and like not letting their
public face be crossover with what they do as far as activism and that's totally fine. But
you know, even when all this stuff started, I was like I already have like a public presence
and like, I think sometimes there is like, there's different roles for different people. And I'm
like, I just felt like I, my name is already out there. And I also can't take specific risk risks
anyway, because of my family and my obligations anyway. So I was like, Well, I mean, my
name is out there, there's not a lot, I can't, you know, put all that stuff back in. Once it's
out there, you know, like, once on the internet, it's very hard to reel it back in anyway. So
we knew that like our faces, and like, we, we would probably get found out and it wouldn't
be that hard to connect our work back with what happens there. Right. And so, you know,
we went into it knowing that, but for me also, like, if Jesus is somebody that I think is
important, especially like the way that he lived his life on Earth, and stuff like that, and if
he's willing to go and lay his life down, all the way up until that out of deep abiding love
for his people, then, you know, like getting doxxed, or standing up in the face of Proud
Boys or stuff like that, you know, when the time is appropriate, like, I'm not going to go to
every single Proud Boy event and like, counter them. But like, when I'm called to the front,
like, that's really not that big of a sacrifice in the grand scheme of it, if that is my role
model. So it's just like, and that's part of the thing that has frustrated me so much with the
faith leaders over this past year and a half, but then, you know, even longer over my life,
too, as I've been more and more active in the community, and with social justice work is
the lack of being willing to put your reputation or your comfort and things like that on the
line in the face of serious social justice issues. You know, right.

Amira  46:56
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Amira  46:56
It's, yeah, it's hard for people to put themselves out there. It's different when you are, when
you are like a hardcore antifa you're behind the scenes, there's so many people that are
behind the scenes that we need them to be big, incognito, we need them to be you know,
away. But for some of us, we are okay with being in the front and seen. We had Sanders
event last weekend, two days before his event, I was friend requested by a complete
stranger. And this is just going back to the whole public thing. Like I'm public. a complete
stranger tried to friend request me and I looked at their page, their title was something
about like, skinheads against racism. But that doesn't mean I'm going to just accept a
friend request. Right? So after digging and trying to see who they were, I messaged them
and said, Hey, your page is private. how, you know, what's up? How can I help you. And it
was just like, it was a whole bunch of drama. But my point in this is that this work, what I'm
doing, I'm aware, I'm in danger. I'm aware people are going to talk shit, and people are
gonna dox you. Like, even in that situation, I was being threatened saying, 'oh, you're
letting someone come to your event, that's this type of person or that type of person'. And
now, like, almost like threatened that, no, I'm going to be put on blast that I allowed
somebody in my, my space. And I'm aware of this as in the whole doxxing thing. For
people who don't know what that is, is basically it can be very minimal, but it can be very
extreme. It's finding your information, putting your picture out there, you know, putting
your address out there for people to come harass you. And even though I'm not physically
afraid of the Proud Boys themselves, their followers are a little wild. Right? So I am
concerned with them, possibly putting myself out there. Which is why when I got home,
the night of Planned Parenthood, I called my dad. It was like Papi. Tonight, I didn't do
anything wrong, I wasn't yelling or screaming, but I was there as faith, a faith leader. And
we were toe to toe with Proud Boys. And I just want you to know if something happens to
me, that's probably what happened. You know, I'm fully aware that what I'm doing is
causing me to be a target. But I still feel my faith. It outweighs my fear.

Rayah  49:14
Yeah, I agree. And, you know, we didn't go into it ignorant of risk. Like there's definitely
stuff that, you know, we need to learn or that we you know, there's probably mistakes with
safety that we made, like at different points. You know, we definitely were not perfect, I
wish I would have had like my respirator on earlier, and stuff like that. But at the same
time, like a lot of us if you can't learn unless you're actually doing it on the ground anyway.
But like we didn't go into it, not knowing there was risk. And then you know, at the end of
the night too, we are getting in our cars and everyone was gonna start to leave because
the cops were all telling us to get out of there. We all start turning around. And we noticed
that somebody from our side who was a marginalized identity had gotten pulled over and
the cops were swarming them, like not even pulled over. They were just getting in their car
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when the cops started swarming them. And so we quickly like turned our cars around the
end, like parked them. And we were all sitting there and standing there watching and
waiting and standing with them so that they knew that they weren't alone. And as we're
standing there, and eventually the cops I guess they took their stuff like, they had a baton
with them. They were accused of having, they accused them of having like a concealed
weapon. But yet, like the only- it was a baton, and the only reason they would have
known that is because they saw them running with it. And they're like, it wasn't concealed,
clearly, because you saw it and I was running with it. So like, I don't know how this is a
thing. So they took their stuff, gave them a receipt and ended up like they were going to
leave. I think they also were going to take a report from the assault too. But this person
was standing there with their arms on fire, because they were also covered with mace.
And you know, they're sitting there, they're doing all that processing and multiple Proud
Boys drove through and some of them were screaming at the cops to like, how the fuck
are you guys- Yeah, why are you helping them? Why are you helping them? And then
others of them were ready to threaten. And the thing that Proud Boys do is, especially
after these events is they'll circle around in their cars and trucks and shoot shit out of their
cars, bear mace or their paintball guns or any of that stuff, or they'll try to do car attacks.

Amira  51:46
right? Yeah, it was pretty. It was pretty wild. And I'm, I mean, even even my car, like, you
know, I have a lot of business stuff on my car. I feel like my cars now...

Rayah  52:02
Mm hmm.

Amira  52:02
Now I'm gonna be a thing. It's, I mean, I'm aware there's a lot of those a lot of risks
happening, you know? Yeah, last time, but I have a new life coach, he's helping me with,
you know, the chakra alignment and how the moon, you know, the moon and all that is
affected by everything. And I did check in with her yesterday and was able to kind of tell
her everything I felt and it's really it was really amazing. Because she's a, you know, she's a
yoga instructor, white white woman very, you know, cheeky. And she said, She's also I
believe she's anti racist. And she basically just said, You did a great job. I commend you.
I'm proud of you know, how, how can we figure out your safety. And I needed that so bad
to have someone in her realm that normally the other coaches in my life that are no
longer in my life, like, would be like, you shouldn't have done that. You've got to run. Like
she literally understood it. It was like now how can we help your safety? What do we need
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to do now to get your safety in order. And so that's all we have to do now is make sure
we're safe. Those of us who want to lock down our social media, lock it down. But we do
need to be better prepared and save and watch our back. And, and we're doing that.
That's...

Rayah  53:30
Yeah. And I think, I think we did a really good job with what we did. You know, I think what
we did was important, I think it was significant for a lot of people. And people with more
experience doing this also said that we did a really good job, and they were really proud
of us. And that was super meaningful to me, because I know like, I was all jumbled up
afterwards, like, oh, Holy fuck, that was a lot, you know? And well, like, is that what we
were supposed to be doing? Like, I don't know, like, I knew my place was with you and
everything. It was just my first event as clergy or anything. And then hearing that from
someone who was far more experienced that I look up to a ton. And hearing them say that
they think that we prevented a lot of violence and that we prevented people from getting
harmed really meant a lot and was really encouraging to like, okay, like not that I'm going
to go to every single event or anything like that. But this is something that I want to
continue to be able to do, especially when we're called upon for it. So, and definitely in
the show notes, you'll find links for our info if you want to like kick funds are ways we can
make sure we have all our safety equipment and stuff like that because it is really
important. People do get hit over the head with batons, there's respirators that are
needed and goggles and you know, you know, even plate carriers and bulletproof vests
like not that I think we need all that stuff right away. But I do think that it would be nice to
feel like we had it available to us.

Amira  55:12
I would wear a vest now just because of the paint balls but like I saw someone from our
side that got hit point blank by police. It doesn't it's not pretty. It doesn't it doesn't, it
doesn't look nice. What happens when you get hit in direct contact with the paint ball?
Like several times, it looks horrible. And in fact, it probably feels horrible. So I'm not
opposed to having a vest even with like a bulletproof vest with all the gear plus the purple
vests. You know, I'm not opposed to that at all right now.

Rayah  55:48
Yeah, no, I agree. Yeah. I think, you know, it's, it was really inspiring in a lot of ways. It was
sobering in other ways. It was a serious event. I think for both of us, it was significant, you
know, like, okay, yeah, all right.

R

A

R

Episode 8 - Final Page 20 of 31 Transcribed by https://otter.ai

https://otter.ai


Amira  56:07
And let me tell you this, to have you on one side, and the other person that was part of our
buddy system, I don't think anyone out of that whole entire clergy, I'm just having you and
that other person, and all of our energy matched. It was empowering and beautiful. And I
don't think I would have been able to be as poised without both of you beside me. I felt
like, Oh, I know, I'm okay, having my bestie next to me and this other human like, I felt
even though I knew you guys can't stop a bullet. None of us could have stopped a bullet.
But we felt very wrapped in each other's faith, we felt very connected, and one and it felt
very beautiful to me. There's nothing like it. And I'm like, I don't know if this is something I
would do on a regular basis. But I definitely know, I need people like the people I stood
with. I mean that, because I don't think if I was just by myself, even though I was called to
do it. I don't know if I would have acted on that knowing that you both weren't weren't
with me.

Rayah  57:28
Yeah. You know, and the reality is, even if we would have hung back, there's still risk of
that too, because they are the ones with the weapons. As far as you know, these are long,
longer range weapons. So even if we had been in the back, if they were pissed that we
were there, they could have been shooting at us with their paintball guns and all that stuff.
So it's, yes, we were at the front, but I think, and that was scary in some ways. But and I
know, some people were like, they were they had a reaction of fear about us, you know,
putting being up there, which I understand, like, I told my husband like, yeah, you know,
people are starting to get doxxed we could get, you know, should probably get a camera
for outside. Just to keep an eye on things, you know, and at first he started to, I could tell
he was like, agitated about it. And I was like, you can talk to me about this. It's okay, like,
let's talk this through. And so we just sat and talked and he like, and not like I was
convincing him of how to feel about it. But he was just like, yeah, you know, I've been like,
you know, my, one of my buddies ex girlfriend's like, I remember when she was getting all,
like, obsessive, and like, it was hard, because I was really paranoid about that. And, but
like, I told them what happened. And I was like, and here's, you know, what could happen
here is like, the likelihood here's what, you know, we have this resource, we have that
resource. And like, he's super proud of us for what we did. You know, he, he can't come out
to that stuff. A lot of times he would like to, but he can't do it, and that's okay. But he was
really proud of us, you know, even though for a minute he was a little scared like oh shit,
you know, we got doxxed, like what does this mean now? But I think, you know, the people
that are in our lives and are close to us, like know why we're doing it, they and they also
trust us to to make good decisions and to you know, if we're gonna fuck up, we're gonna
do it, honestly, at least.
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Amira  59:35
Yeah, and I feel supported by my husband too. I think out of all of my fear, I'm fearful for
him. Everyone knows my man is trans. And if if the Proud Boys do start digging, it would
be very easy to find out and that is my fear is that my man won't be protected. I'm more
concerned about him than anything but when I talk to my dad, he I can tell you He was
concerned, yes. But I also know that he was like, I know you're gonna do what you need to
do. So for me doing other than I hear you pretty much is like all I can say like, he's like, I
know you're gonna do what you got to what you feel you need to do. You know, when I
was like it's okay, nothing's happening. He's like, well, what makes you think I can't be
worried? And I'm like, fair, you can be worried. And he's like, but I know you're not going to
not do it. So I mean, there's that. Yeah.

Rayah  1:00:29
So I mean, I'm, I'm fucking proud of us, like, for real? And I'm really glad that we did what
we did. And I think we really made a difference on Tuesday. You know, even even if we
didn't prevent all the violence that we are told that we probably did. I think just the fact
that we were there was really meaningful to people and was worth the risks that we took.

Amira  1:01:00
Yeah, and another thing too marginalized humans are affected and traumatized by the
church. And marginalized humans need to see people like us, who are faith leaders out
with them in the streets, period. So it may not be planned parenthood every time facing
Proud Boys every time. But anytime that I can be available as clergy, to peep to
marginalize humans instead of stand with them. I want to do that. So...

Rayah  1:01:27
100% and, you know, before we go, one of the things that and I didn't answer them,
because we our presence was really quiet and calm and firm. But they were like, why are
you protecting that? Why are you protecting these terrorists? Why are you protecting
these, you know, anti fascists? They all they do is this, all they do is that, and it's like, I
could have said, because I've served with these people, I've served the houseless with
them. I've made like, I've watched them set up cooling shelters when the city didn't do
anything. I've watched them do all these things for the community and serve and be the
church far more effectively than having some sort of public service.

Amira  1:02:13
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Amira  1:02:13
I'm sorry, bestie. Preach. No one gives me goose bumps like these people are amazing.
Yeah, they I mean, there are people messaged me that I did not know were there. But they
saw me and we're like, What do you need? Do you need cameras? Do you need safety
equipment? If something happens, and you're not safe in your home, we will be there. I
didn't even know these people were there. And they saw me and they they have reached
out the community is doing this. So the people that that think that these people are just all
angry and like terrorizing the city. No, they're like Rayah said they're out there doing the
things that community that churches that the city should be doing that they're not. Yep.
And I'll stand with those people any day

Rayah  1:03:04
1,000%. You know, 'we protect us' is the motto that goes through that community. And
yes, there is drama. Sometimes there is problems. Sometimes I think also because you
know, there's a public light on the movement that, at times attracts grifters and people
that want to take advantage of that, or that people that want to do harm. But I think by
and large, most of the people that are in this movement are there because they've seen
needs, want to help meet them, they see community that is hurting, because they've been
hurting, and they want to reach out to each other. And they want to make a difference.
Because they know that those in power are not really interested in fixing these problems,
they're not really interested in taking care of people. Because in order to take care of the
marginalize, there are sacrifices that need to be made. And so you know, that would mean
giving up some of your wealth or giving up some of your power, and they don't want to do
that. And so that's why so many people and you know, we've talked, we just talked about
how a lot of these people don't want their identities known. So that's part of the reason
you're not going to hear about it. Or you're not going to be like, oh, here's this team, and
here's all these people and this is what they did. Because they're doing it secretly they're
doing it on the ground. They're not doing it for attention. They're just seeing needs and
doing everything they can to meet them.

Amira  1:04:34
Yeah. Yeah.

Rayah  1:04:36
No, I was gonna say one of our one of our friends who's in the movement to told me one
time the same $5 pretty much gets passed around back and forth as people need it. Like
people will be like, Oh my gosh, my car just got broken into her, oh my gosh, I can't pay
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my light bill this month or whatever. And you know, everyone will like try to pitch in and
contribute to it and then the next you know, Tomorrow, the next day, somebody else will
have a need, and everybody will do everything they can to help that need get met. And...

Amira  1:05:05
Yes! it's the type of community that you wouldn't think would actually be possible. But I'm,
like, even people from my, like, nobody really understands what this community is. Like,
I'm telling you, it's like straight up, your car's broken down. They have a team people that
would, that will that can fix your car, like, look what happened with you and your car, like,
it's community, y'all is what you need, you need something we fucking got you. And even
with me, like full disclosure, I'm aware that not a lot of people can speak in situations that
are when they're uncomfortable. So that's one of my privileges in this movement is that I
speak when I'm uncomfortable. And I speak employees and I can I could be faced with a
lot of difficulty and still keep in luck with the RV salt shaker situation. Right? So I'm not
doing this for recognition. I'm not doing this for clout, I'm doing this because that's just my
natural thing. I'm a communicator, like, I'm already thinking, how can we plan these
events? To where we can all communicate better? Or how can we meet with the Proud
Boys because I feel like they just need better communication. It's not that I'm trying to be
showy. That's just how my mind works. You know, and I feel like with more, with more
education with better communication with following your gut, like these people are
misinformed on who we are. And I don't really think we're misinformed on who they are
sorry. I mean, I guess I'm being judgey. But I'm really not just doing this, because I just think
it's so fun. And like, I'm just like a happy little hippie mindfulness coach. And I'm just like,
Oh my gosh, like, that's not what I'm doing at all.

Rayah  1:06:50
Yeah. It's, you know, it's that going back to that deep abiding love, and it's wanting to see
a change in the world and the communities and you know, I don't think really having
conversations with the Proud Boys will ever really be fruitful. But I totally get where you're
coming from. And, like, white supremacy is so dehumanizing, and it breaks my heart too,
because like, yeah, I'm white. And I know, I fed into white supremacy, I still feed into white
supremacy. You know, I anytime I figure out a way that I'm doing that I try to not do that,
or to find a different way to do something. But it's so dehumanizing it, like as someone
who is a white supremacist, you're dehumanizing other people, but having power over
other people or wanting to have that power over other people also dehumanizes you and
I think it I think a lot of times these folks are so dehumanized and so dead to their
emotions, and they have killed off so much of their own empathy. That it really is, like,
makes me sorry for them. Like, what a sad life that you have, like, you've done your
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emotions, there's so much toxic masculinity in there.

Amira  1:08:05
So gross.

Rayah  1:08:06
Yeah.

Amira  1:08:06
I watched a clip you sent me of one of the main probably one of the Block Proud Boys, he
there was a huge sign somewhere that said, Antifa loves you. And he went and just like the
knife, just ripped it to shreds and was like, totally attacking this older gentleman that was
standing there. And you can just tell that he feels Antifa is just this, you know, it's like your
misplaced homie. Like, your your energy's being misplaced. It's, it's very wild. And I also
think, too, that, you know, I'm always gonna think no matter how horrible a person is, that
there's enough like, compassion in me that I could see that they're still human. And maybe
with, even if they don't, like totally change their mind, I feel like comp certain
conversations being had will still plant a seed. Like, maybe, and so I feel like that seeds
worth trying to plant. So that's a little bit of why I do try to reach out to people that mostly
were like, Oh my god, you're such a waste, such a waste of time to reach out to like
evangelicals or, you know, Proud Boys such a waste of time. But to me, even if you can
plant a seed of changing someone's mind, I feel like it's worth it. And even to let them
know that like I am here. And if you come to our city, this is my role, and you're going to
see me and you know, we might as well, you know, have that understanding. Like it's
really no beef like I have no, I don't hate them. I have no reason to hate them, but they
need to understand, like, they don't need to, but for me, I just want them to understand
like I'm here with my people, and you may not understand it or whatever. But this is what
it is. I think having some type of dialogue is helpful in some cases, but that's just me.

Rayah  1:09:58
Yeah, and you know, I think the more we think of people as being completely lost causes, I
think that dehumanizes us. So I think, you know, having faith that there's still some spark
of humanity in another person, or some hope that even if it's a slim hope, you still have
hope that maybe some of them can be reached, I think just as something that speaks to
your humanity, and you know, your hope for the future and things like that. And so, I know
a lot of people, like I hear the way that anti fascists talk about Proud Boys, and I totally
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get it. And I know a lot of like, what they're like, they're scum of the earth, how can you not
hate them, but right, because you know, when you hate people that can dehumanize you.
And I think we should be really careful with hatred and like what we're doing with it,
because it can, it can kill off parts of us, too. Right?

Amira  1:11:07
Another thing, I think, only to realize, too, that for me, I'm someone even if I'm in a
situation, I'm in a new situation, I'm learning. If I if I'm saying like, I want to try to be an
abolitionist, I believe that police should be abolished, right? And I'm on. I'm also a
community member. So if I'm at an event, and there's police presence there, and say,
someone sees me talking to a cop, then I can be outed and be like, you're an abolitionist,
but you spoke to a cop, fuck you. That's how some of this plays out. Right? But I'm of the
belief that even if there's a situation where I put myself in a situation and I fucked up, I'm -
even my situation where Sander's event where the person is that, Oh, I'm warning you, if
you let that person in there, oh, you're going to be da da da da. I get to decide, I get to
say, I chose to do this. And after realizing I should not have done that, or I'm okay with
owning if I fuck up. And I think that's where people laugh. They think it's all black and
white, all or nothing. And I'm okay with saying, Yeah, just like I shook. Oh, my God, I shook
one of the Black Proud Boy's hands. Okay, I shook his hand, because that could come out.
Rayah, you're the one that said Just so you know, that could actually be a thing. And I'm
like, you're right. That could totally be a thing that I shook his hand. And again, it was in
the moment I did it. There's nothing I can do about it now. And it's okay. And there might
be people even from our side that think I'm an idiot for that. And it's okay. Doesn't mean I
love the love the guy. It just means he all he asked to shake my hand and I just did it.
Didn't have a conversation with them. I just I just did it. So there's a lot of judgment on
both sides, I feel. But for me, I'm okay with owning when I fuck up.

Rayah  1:12:58
Yeah, there's a lot of what do they call it? Like purity tests as far as social justice, where
they're like, well, you're not doing it perfectly kind of thing. And you know, with that
situation, I saw it get mentioned on Twitter, and not not a lot. But it was like, Oh, this is the
first time I've ever seen, you know, a counter clergy shake hands with a Proud Boy. But like,
two people of color, shook hands with a Black Proud Boy. And it was in the moment, I think
I think both of you had said like, that wasn't awesome. But like, like, you guys were also
very emotionally, like, you were very upset. And about the whole situation. And like, you
didn't have time to think about it. And like, do I want to do this? Do I not want to do that?
He was just in your face all of a sudden, like, shake my hand kind of thing. And so like
people can think what they want. We definitely were not like working with them. We were
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not like agreeing with them in any way or like trying to make nice with them even it was
just like, you guys were just like, kind of blindsided by it in the moment. And so... but I know
how people react and like, some of that is that purity politics, like you can't do anything
wrong and all that stuff. And it's like, well, you know, humans are humans and we make
mistakes. And we learn by doing we learn by watching other people. We're not going to be
perfect. And if we insist on people being perfect and handling everything, you know, in one
specific way, every time we're gonna fail because humans are not like that we're not
perfect. We have to figure out how to move forward when people either make mistakes or
when they just do something we don't agree with like, it's like a like you guys made a
break. But just like there will be people that will have a problem with that. And, and like,
but if we want to move forward and keep our humanity and Be able to go into a world
that doesn't have a bunch of fascism and white supremacy, then we have to be able to
have conversations. And we have to be alone. All right, like, I could see why you did that.
Like, I may not agree, or I may not have thought that was a good idea or whatever. But I
could see why you did that. That makes sense. Like, and not playing these purity politics
games. And, and like othering people because they did one thing that they don't agree
with, or something, you know.

Amira  1:15:29
Yeah, yeah. Yeah. And also just taking care of your own self like even even if we did do
something wrong, or even if people reacted in a wrong way about the situation like there's
like, a game piece is so important not to fall into that. I mean, even with me shaking, other
Proud Boy's hand, I had to catch myself. Oh, shit, here comes a wave of shame. becomes a
wave of like a judgment, I'm gonna get judged. Oh, fuck. And I had to be like, yo, you
trippin? Like you need to stop with that. Like, there's no shame when we when we're doing
this work. It's you call attention to what could be harmful, and you get and you recognize
it, you apologize where you need, and you keep it pushing. That's the whole game it I
mean, that healthily, I mean, in a healthy world, that that's what I would love to see is that
people recognize where we caused harm, when things could have been better, and then
keep it pushing, and there's no need to blame and shift and be weird and awkward. And
again, I understand that we all have internal issues, and everyone's not in therapy, and
everyone's not, you know, striving to be well, internally. So yeah, it was, I would say it was
a good first experience, very emotional. I haven't stopped crying every day since. But I'm,
I'm overall proud of us and so proud to have stood next to my bestie.

Rayah  1:16:57
Same 100%. And I would do it again, you know, like, like, I don't know that I, I can't think of
like specific things that I would have changed. But like, not that I would repeat everything
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exactly the way we did it, necessarily. But like, if this if we were back Tuesday, during the
day, I would still go down there and still followed you and do it still would have done
everything like not that you were like pulling me or anything like that, right? You're just
like, I kind of feel like we should be here and doing this. alright, If that's what you think.
And like, that's what you feel like is is the right move? Like I'm following your lead. And I'm
not gonna leave you alone, either. So I was really proud of us. And it was good.

Amira  1:17:41
I was proud of us. It's a lot of us self care that should be done after.

Rayah  1:17:46
MmHmm.

Amira  1:17:46
I think we did really well.

Rayah  1:17:48
And I think that's part of why we were able to stand so calmly.

Amira  1:17:52
Yeah, yeah. And like, stay in our stay in our bodies and breathe and even though it was a
whirlwind. I feel like we were really calm. Yeah, really.

Rayah  1:18:01
Yeah. Incredibly calm, and not like, we knew what was going on. It wasn't like we were just
stonewall and unaware or anything like that. We knew what was going on, we knew what
was happening around us. And we were able to stay there in the moment. Like, that is
important and powerful. And part of that was, you know, so much of the mindfulness and
meditation and working to stay inside our bodies and, and not just lose ourselves because
our body starts getting activated and our mind starts racing and like, okay, like, yep, I
might start to feel scared. And then take those breaths, remind myself that I am with my
people and my people have my back to and that was it made a huge difference. Yeah.
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Amira  1:18:51
I was, I'm not gonna lie. I was super triggered by the female. There were there were a few
times where I almost we because we did agree if if something does go down, take off your
take off your vest. Don't Don't do anything with your vest on. So there was several times
where when it came to the female, just because I wanted to talk to her. You know, when I
knew we couldn't speak like we our job was to not speak so. But that was the hardest part
for me was not taking off the best of my mask and speak to her because I was like, No, we
need to go fucking talk. Let's let's go right now. You angry little bitch. I love you give me a
hug. Let's cry this out. Because you are just I mean, she was foaming at the mouth.

Rayah  1:19:38
I mean, she has a kid that's like named after like a white supremacist term, which is like,

Amira  1:19:46
Oh, I didn't know that either. I knew it was there because she was a kid and one of the
times that was about to go down. She was like, that's my kid.

Rayah  1:19:55
And she's known to be incredibly violent and an instigator and everything else and so
Like, I'm super glad you didn't go. Yeah,

Amira  1:20:04
we would have definitely, we would have, she would have hit me.

Rayah  1:20:06
Yeah.

Amira  1:20:06
We would have definitely been fighting 100% because she she was, she was dying to fight,
you know, so that was I I'm just saying that was the only difficult part for me. But even then
it was like, 'Amira don't do it bitch just keep looking straight ahead and looking people in
the eye' and you're just gonna be and you can see me in the videos, I was just kind of
swaying back and forth. And I calmly just like, I'm just gonna keep swaying while this bitch
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keeps threatening me. We'll see. Okay, yep.

Rayah  1:20:34
And you'd just gently put your hand out and like, you know, like, when someone was
getting like, up in there a little too far, or we felt like, Okay, you guys are gonna get like,
hit.

Amira  1:20:44
I would put my hand up like, you need to chill, please. It was really, it was really good.
Because I am a natural speaker, like as far as like, wanting to diffuse if they want to fix
problems. So I was very impressed with the fact that we did not speak. Yeah, it was really
just chill.

Rayah  1:21:06
It was badass.

Amira  1:21:06
It's held space together. So anyway.

Rayah  1:21:11
All right, well, hopefully y'all got something out of that, hopefully, you know, it helped
listening to us process. Some of this was helpful for you, and that you can kind of
understand what we experienced. And yeah, you know, take it or leave it or hopefully you
get something out of it. If you don't, maybe you're just like, Nope, I'm not gonna do
anything they did. like, I don't care.

Amira  1:21:33
That's cool, that's cool.

Rayah  1:21:34
But at least you heard our story about it.
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Amira  1:21:36
Exactly. You've heard our process. And you know, we may bring it up again later, once we,
you know, have more processing but we love sharing, you know, our story with you. With
all of you. That's why we are doing the podcast. So thank you, bestie.

Rayah  1:21:53
hell yeah. All right. That's a wrap. Thanks for listening. Amira and I are both going to need
to upgrade our Home Security, emergency get out of town plans and safety equipment.
So if you can help contribute to that as well as the work that we are doing out there in the
field fighting fascism and white supremacy, please make sure to check out the show notes
and grab our cash apps and vemos. We will see you in the streets, comrades.
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