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Hey friends welcome back to another mini episode. This is Rayah. Today I want to talk
about abortion - so trigger warning for abortion, violence and gore, miscarriage, religious
abuse. The reason we're talking about this is because abortions after six weeks pregnancy
just became illegal in Texas and given the support from the Supreme Court. I'd imagine
that other states will be following along right behind this. Not only is this a devastating
blow to the rights of people with uteruses remember that trans and non binary people
exist, but it is also another facet to the rise of fascism. Our country is on a terrifying
trajectory towards fascism that has a historical precedent and it would be foolish to
ignore what is happening. My stance today varies wildly from the way that I was raised.
I've gone from, quote unquote, pro life to staunchly pro choice. So many of my opinions
and thoughts on this were based on conservative Christian and evangelical
interpretations of the Bible that I was raised on. Unfortunately, the way they teach things
in these churches isn't healthy. All the stances that the church has are presented as the
way that things are the way that real Christians have always thought and the only way
that you could ever interpret the scriptures. This is cult-like thinking and just plain wrong.
The further I come from fundamentalist Christianity, the more absurd it is, to me how
Christians treat the scriptures. They inherited, or more accurately, appropriated these
scriptures from Jews, it is so different from the way that the people who wrote them
handle the scriptures. Like it or not, the Bible consists of texts from Judaism. So the ways
that Jews handle the scriptures is important and relevant and should not be discarded.
The idea that scripture has one right way to be interpreted and use and that the correct
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way is the most literal way is not at all in line with the way that the culture who wrote
them handles these texts. I am not an expert in Judaism, so I'm not going to go too hard
for the details on how they handle their texts. But one thing I've learned from them is the
beauty that they find wrestling through the meanings and having multiple interpretations
of Scripture, and how important that is to their faith. I say all that because we're going to
talk about a couple of the passages of Scripture that really should be brought up and
considered when we talk about what the Bible says and abortion. One of the main
arguments against abortion from the christian right is that all human life is sacred and
begins at conception. And they say that they get this from the Bible. But the Bible actually
has some incredibly different views presented throughout. biblically, human life begins at
first breath, not at conception. First, we can find support for that first breath idea in
Scripture in Genesis 2:7. Second until relatively recently, a pregnancy wasn't even
confirmed to be a pregnancy until the quickening or the kicks and movements in the
womb were felt, which generally doesn't happen until 16 to 20 weeks gestation. This is
because there weren't ways to test for pregnancy. And there was a variety of conditions
that could lead to the loss of a regular period and a bloated abdomen. This isn't just long
ago in biblical times, either. You can find out more about that in the podcast series from
Dig, which is a history podcast that I think has some phenomenal work. So let's get back
to the life and the breath thing. We see this idea back. Like I said, In Genesis 2:7, when
God breathed into humans and brought them to life, God or the Spirit of God is often
represented by breath or wind, and also the letter H. Which side note, if you've ever read
the story about Abram and Sarai, when they made a covenant with God, and God
changed their names to Abraham and Sarah, he added the letter H to their names, and
part of the covenant process at that point, when someone entered into a covenant with
another person is the exchange of names. And so from that point on in Scripture, God
refers to God's self as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, which is Abraham and his
descendants. And Abraham's name actually gets changed to have the letter that
represents God into his own name. The strongest argument in the Hebrew Bible for
permitting abortion comes from Exodus chapter 21, verses 22 through 23. If people are
fighting and hit a pregnant woman, and she gives birth prematurely, but there's no serious
injury, the offender must be fine with whatever the woman's husband demands and the
court allows, but if they're a serious injury, you're to take a life or a life. And this passage
gives birth prematurely could mean the woman miscarries and the fetus dies. Because
there is no expectation that the person who caused the miscarriage is liable for murder.
Jewish scholars argue that this proves a fetus is not considered a separate person or soul.
The Talmud explains that for the first 40 days of a woman's pregnancy, the fetus is
actually considered mere fluid and considered part of the mother until birth. The baby is
considered a nefesh Hebrew for soul or spirit once its head has emerged and not before.
Again, I strongly believe that the way that the culture and religious leaders of the original
text handle the scriptures is very, very important, and should be the first thing that we

Raw recording Page 2 of 4 Transcribed by https://otter.ai

https://otter.ai


think about when considering what to do with the scriptural passages. There's also a
passage in Psalms 139 that says, For you created my inmost being you knit me together in
my mother's womb, that is often used by christian fundamentalists to prove that sacred
life starts before birth. Yet there are many accounts of that not being the case. In Numbers
five starting in verse 11, we have priests performing rituals designed to abort fetuses that
the husband believes were conceived in infidelity. And he doesn't even need proof to
accuse her. So biblically, you could easily make the case that any pregnancy that is
conceived out of infidelity should be aborted. So we have the suppose that Sins of the
mother being carried out on the unborn child and God ordaining it, multiple times.
throughout Scripture, God commands that entire groups of people should be destroyed
either due to disobedience, or just the purported evilness of that group, and often
specifically talks about ripping open pregnant women. So it is very easy to make the case
that biblically, all human life is not sacred or divinely protected. conservative Christians
will often argue with scriptures they don't like by saying, Well, that was back then and for
the people of that time, but there's never any indication scripturally that things change in
the eyes of God, and Jesus doesn't address abortion at all. So we have no scriptural
foundation to change God's supposed views on unborn fetuses. At the very least, the Bible
does not support a strict anti abortion stance in any way. The other thing that we need to
talk about is that many anti abortion people will call themselves pro life, yet do not do or
support any of the things that actually lower abortion rates. Not only are they not pro life,
in practice, they aren't even doing anything to effectively reduce abortion. These groups
will often say things like the poor are always with us to get out of their responsibilities to
care for the marginalized, or, like we find in scriptures, the widows and orphans, fostering
children is incredibly low on the list of priorities for evangelical children. free health care,
including birth control is also terribly unpopular. Even though one of the things that stood
out to people about Jesus is not just that he was a healer, but that he healed people for
free and commanded His disciples to do the same. The stance from Christians is often
that people need to suffer the consequences of their actions and take responsibility. Thus,
they don't actually support parents and families after they give birth to the children that
they can't provide for. They very regularly push abstinence only sex education and then
insist that parents be the ones to educate their children on sex. Yet abstinence only
education outcomes are shown to have a terrible rate of effectively reducing unwanted
pregnancies. There's also the issues of STDs, something that is often not addressed at all
by parent education. Parents regularly refuse to give their children accurate information
regarding sex and pregnancy for fear that it will corrupt them. In reality, this puts them
further into harm's way and is ineffective. We have proven ways to reduce abortion, but
fundamentalist and anti abortionists are not interested. The only thing they seem to be
interested in is forcing childbirth on people and then stealing phrases like my body my
choice to use for anti mask and anti vaccine propaganda, while completely ignoring the
fact that they are currently contributing to the deaths of the people in their community by
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refusing to wear masks get vaccinated and take COVID seriously, that is not pro life.
There was also a massive study by the Guttmacher Institute about abortion rates. The
study specifically cites the state of Iowa, which had one of the sharpest declines and
abortions in the country. While several abortion clinics in the states were shuttered in
recent years. They also expanded access to long acting reversible contraceptives and
birth control, with targeted outreach to people in poor and low income communities who
are much more likely to have unintended pregnancy or an abortion, particularly when
they already have children. Not only does it relieve them of that potential burden, it also
saves money for everyone in the long run. We have a massive problem of conservative
Christians using their narrow interpretation of certain scriptural passages to harm people
nationwide. We need to take this very seriously and we need to take action against it. Join
marches and demonstrations in your city, even if it's not currently under fire in your local
area. Show politicians that this is something we will not be silent about. If you can't show
up in person, that's okay. Many people can't right call or otherwise, contact your
government representatives to tell them your stance and your concerns over this
regressive trend and human rights and its historical parallels to fascism. Speak out on your
social media. have conversations with people in your circles, share articles about The truth
and what's really going on support activists who are on the ground doing the work to
combat these anti abortion trends. This is vital and important work to protecting our
communities and furthering the needs of the community. You can make a difference and
you can join this fight. together. We protect us. So I'll see you in the streets, comrades.
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